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“Transforming the Pseudo-Couple: Beckett in Kenzaburo Oe’s Good-Bye,
My Book!”, Beckett's Literary Legacies, eds. Mark Nixon and Matthew Feldman (Cambridge Scholars
Publishing, 2007), pp.78-94

Kenzaburo Oe’s Good-Bye, My Book! (2005) deeply engages with Samuel Beckett’s work. In an interview
Oe said that while writing it he was reading Beckett’s trilogy and thinking of the end of the novel.
Indeed there are many references to Beckett in Good-Bye, My Book!. The most important is Beckett’s term
“pseudocouple” which Oe took from Fredric Jameson’s review of his former novel Somersault. Oe
regards the protagonist Kogito and his friend Shigeru as a Beckettian pseudocouple, but in this paper |
argue that they are more like a traditional “double”. At least according to Jameson’s original definition of
the pseudocouple, the two partners are supposed to lack individual substance, just like Bouvard &
Pécuchet and Vladimir & Estragon. But Kogito and Shigeru have solid pesonalities and their relation is
tinged with moralistic overtone. For details, see my “Transforming the Pseudo-Couple: Beckett in
Kenzaburo Oe's Good-Bye, My Book!”, Beckett’s Literary Legacies, eds. Mark Nixon and Matthew
Feldman (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2007), pp.78-94.
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